
1. HKEX Charity Partnership Programme
With the vision of helping to address various social and environmental challenges faced by our society, the HKEX Foundation has set up the HKEX Charity Partnership Programme (the “Programme”) since 2020. Three rounds of allocation at a total of HK$90 million via The Community Chest of Hong Kong (the Chest) to support services offered by social welfare agencies had been made in the past three years.  The Programme will launch its fourth round this year with total of $50 million via the Chest.  The Programme aims to support development of the community and the needs of society, to foster mutual help in community, and to make contributions to the long-term sustainability of Hong Kong.

2. Eligibility of Applicants
Applicants must be member agencies of either The Community Chest of Hong Kong (the Chest) or The Hong Kong Council of Social Service (HKCSS).
3. Application Requirements 
3.1 This special allocation is for charitable projects providing direct services in Hong Kong, capital or research projects will NOT be considered.
3.2 Proposed project should not be funded by government or other funding bodies.
3.3 The amount of grant each project can apply for should range from HK$1,000,000 to HK$5,000,000.

3.4 The duration of each project must not exceed three years.

3.5 Proposed project must commence between 1st January and 30th June 2024 (both dates inclusive) with an overall project period between 24 to 36 months.
3.6 The Programme will support projects focusing on one or more of the four service themes below:
i. Financial Literacy
· Promote financial literacy for all ages;
· Provide education programmes on investment and scam prevention;
· Promotion of retirement plan and money management;
· Safeguard individual’s right to access basic financial services and financial literacy education;
· Facilitate all ages to familiarise with FinTech and other advanced financial tools.

ii. Diversity and Inclusion
· Foster an inclusive culture in education, workplace and the wider community;
· Foster equality of gender, ethnicity, different abilities, and other minority groups;
· Celebrate and advocate for understanding, acceptance, and an inclusive environment;  

· Strengthen family-friendly promotion and support;
· Enhance non-profit sector’s organisational governance in perspective of diversity.

iii. Poverty Relief
· Support and help the vulnerable of all ages to become self-sustainable;
· Improve physical, mental and financial wellness of the underprivileged to achieve poverty relief; 

· Meet the tangible and developmental needs of the underprivileged in an impactful and sustainable manner.
iv. Environmental Sustainability
· Promote awareness and understanding of environmental impacts brought by climate change and other human activities; and facilitate and encourage decarbonisation actions and the low-carbon transition in the community;
· Promote and facilitate the conservation of natural habitats and biodiversity;
· Encourage accountability and actions on the abovementioned through environmental education programmes for all ages.
4. Application Procedures and Application Form

4.1 Each agency can submit One application only.
4.2 Please complete the application form for the project which can be downloaded    from: 
https://www.commchest.org/abac/HKEX/HKEX Charity Programme 2324-Application Form.doc
4.3 Project Name - precise, self-explanatory and reflective of the intended purposes.
4.4 Funding Request - Please specify clearly the duration of the proposed Project and the amount sought for each year (Part I).
4.5 Agency should provide the measurable output, outcome and measurement method (Part VI), detailed breakdown of the costs and the projected income (if any) of the project (Part VII), and other related information, including track record, sustainability plan and etc. (Part VIII).
4.6 The application form has to be signed by the Chairperson or Chief Executive or Head of the Agency.
4.7 If the applicant is not a member agency of the Chest, please submit the following documents together with the application form:
4.7.1.  2021/22 Audited accounts; and
4.7.2.  2021/22 Annual report; and
4.7.3.  2021/22 Management letter issued by the auditors 

4.8 Shortlisted applicants have to submit more detailed information of their highest governing body. The Chest Office will contact the respective applicants in October 2023.
4.9 A result notification letter shall be sent to all applicants by post in December 2023.
5. Selection Criteria

5.1 Meeting the objectives of the Programme
To support projects that fall under one of the four service themes with the aim of benefiting local communities and contribute to a positive and sustainable impact in our society.
5.2 Project Practicability

· The project is cost-effective; and
· The output and outcome measurement are clearly identified.
5.3 Project Planning

· The overall planning and organisational structure of the project shall be comprehensive; 

· The applicant shall have the relevant service experience and track record, resources available for the project; 

· The applicant shall have a plan to engage and communicate the objectives and impacts of the project with relevant stakeholders; and

· How the project could be continued and financed after the funding is ceased.
6. Selection Criteria for Continuous Funding Application 

6.1 Result of Original Project

· the actual output well-exceeded the original target;
· well-received by the community and has strong community impact.
6.2 New Target Identified

· any new target client or related target group identified.
7. Project Review and Funding Method

7.1.   Agency is required to submit the progress report of the approved project every six months. The Chest will conduct project visits and request information to monitor the project progress.
7.2.   For approved projects, the first six months’ allocation will be paid in advance to the agencies concerned. The remaining funding will be released upon receipt of the half yearly progress report and satisfactory progress. All unclaimed funds will be retained by the Programme.
8. Application Deadline
The application period is from 2 May 2023 to 31 May 2023. Please send your application form and required documents to the Chest office at the following address and email a softcopy in word format to spf@commchest.org by 23:59 of 31 May 2023:

Unit 1805, 18/F, Harcourt House, 39 Gloucester Road, Hong Kong


Attention: Application for HKEX Charity Partnership Programme
9. For any enquiries about the application, please contact Ms Willa Lai on 2599-6150 or Ms Yuki Wong on 2599-6165. 
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